
Engraved Placard Examples 

• Lettering should be 3/8 inches high on all placards

• Placards should have a red background with white lettering

• Sizing may be adjusted to fit Meter Base and AC Disconnect Switch

•This engraved label is to be on or next to 
the utility meter base

•This engraved label is to be on or next to the 
AC knife blade disconnect for the solar 
system.

•This engraved label is to be on the Battery 
Disconnect. It can say battery disconnect or 
manual disconnect for battery. 
The manual disconnect label above can be 
combine with the battery disconnect if the 
systems share one disconnect (DC connected 
through inverter) 



  

    

IF a director placard is required:    

    

  

• Lettering should be at least 9mm tall 

(1/4 inch) tall, comparable to  

25pt Arial font  

  

• 5x5 inches, this size is for example only 

– use an overall size that promotes 

readability  

   

5x5  

 Here is a very simple example. It should be sized to fit but still be readable. 

  



 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 





DC Coupled: The solar and battery share 
the same inverter ALWAYS one knife 
blade type AC disconnect for both. 
Labeled with both the ac disconnect 
engraved label and the battery 
disconnect engraved label.



This is an example of using an E-stop button (or other switch) that can shut off the battery 
system. 

This replaces the AC disconnect requirement as it shuts the battery off by opening a DC circuit 
(thus shutting off the battery)
.
The disconnect switch for the battery must be lockable, accessible, clearly indicate an open or 
closed position, and be located within “x”* feet from the meter.
* Utah requires 10 feet. Idaho and Wyoming require 3 feet.

Along with this switch, PacifiCorp will require a placard that has the same requirements as 
any disconnect switch, along with the following additions:

These two notes will help the field personnel know where to go to find the battery and what to 
look for if they want to get the visual confirmation that the battery has been turned off after 
the switch has been locked open.

• The placard must state the location of the battery (in the garage, in the utility room in the
basement, etc.)

• The placard must state how to determine the battery has been shut down-either by a
blinking LED, a lack of illumination on the halo (Sonnen batteries), etc.
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Battery E-Stop examples. Plus the extra required 
placard. A padlock must fit through the locking 
mechanism. 





AC Coupled: Batteries need their own knife blade type AC Disconnect, and the solar ONLY 
needs an AC disconnect if the system is over the amount of kW that requires a disconnect in 
your state. Both need the engraved label.
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Section 4 2016 Electric Service Requirements, 3rd Edition

4.1.4 Access

If a meter is inaccessible (as determined by the Power Company), for example, by installing
a deck, fence, or enclosure, the customer shall, at their expense, either modify the area to
provide safe, unobstructed access to the meter, or move the meter socket to a location
acceptable to the Power Company.

Devicesmounted below the meter are not acceptable.

Figure 2—Meter Socket Clearance Requirements
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This manual shall be distributed and interpreted in its entirety. Individual pages will not represent all the requirements necessary for an installation. 
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We require min. of 10” from the edge of the meter base to any obstruction – see ESR section 4 

 
 We must have clear working area around the meter, any equipment mounted in this area is not 
acceptable.  
Basically, any equipment must be a minimum of 10” away from either side of the meter base and 
nothing can be under it . 

 

 

This ESR working clearance box – see how it shows clear space in that area 

 



The next page has a picture of a perfect set up of the meter base 
and disconnects.
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